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ASSEMBLYMEMBER JAMES C. RAMOS AND ERICA COSTA  
HONORED FOR ACHIEVEMENTS IN INDIAN LAW 

 
BAKERSFIELD, CA - The California Indian Law Association, Inc. (CILA) is proud to announce that 
Assemblymember James C. Ramos is the 2025 recipient of CILA’s Outstanding Achievement in California Indian 
Law Award and Erica Costa is the recipient of the 2025 Outstanding Young Attorney Award. 
 
CILA’s Outstanding Achievement in California Indian Law Award honors one legal professional annually who 
has made significant contributions to California Indian law. Previous recipients of this award include Judge Abby 
Abinanti, Chief Judge of the Yurok Tribe; Dorothy Alther, Legal Director of California Indian Legal Services; 
Carole Goldberg, Distinguished Research Professor and Jonathan D. Varat Distinguished Professor of Law 
Emerita at UCLA School of Law; Judge Claudette White, prior Chief Judge for the Quechan Tribal Court and San 
Manuel Tribal Court; Michael Pfeffer, Partner at Maier, Pfeffer, Kim, Geary & Cohen; Dawn Sturdevant Baum, 
prior General Counsel for the Yurok Tribe; and Denise Turner Walsh, Attorney General of the Rincon Band of 
Luiseño Indians.  
 
CILA is proud to honor a lawmaker who has given California Native people a voice in the California Legislature 
for the first time in history. “Assemblymember Ramos is an inspiration to all California Native people. He has 
authored bills that have made unprecedented changes while tirelessly advancing priorities on behalf of Native 
people and all of his constituents. From mandating public schools to implement curriculum on the true history 
and resiliency of California Native people to establishing the Feather Alert System to find MMIP to advancing 
legislation to close gaps in youth behavioral health services, Ramos has changed the status quo of the California 
Legislature while continuously educating his colleagues and the public on California Native cultures and history. 
Most importantly, he has remained steadfast in his commitment to his values, culture, family and people,” said 
Loretta Miranda, CILA Treasurer. CILA’s Outstanding Achievement Award celebrates Assemblymember Ramos’ 
legacy and his significant contributions to California Indian law. 
 
CILA’s Outstanding Young Attorney Award recognizes attorneys in practice for ten years or less who exemplify 
high achievement, innovation, leadership, and service within the field of Indian law. Previous recipients of the 
Outstanding Young Attorney Award include Lenny Powell, attorney at the Native American Rights Fund; 
Christina Snider-Ashtari, Tribal Affairs Secretary for Governor Gavin Newsom; Fatima Abbas, Director of the 
Office of Tribal and Native Affairs at the U.S. Department of the Treasury; Lauren van Schilfgaarde, Assistant 
Professor of Law at UCLA School of Law; Geneva E. B. Thompson, Assistant Secretary for Tribal Affairs at the 
California Natural Resources Agency; Janet Bill, former Chairperson of the Picayune Rancheria of the 
Chukchansi Indians and current tribal court judge; and Gabriela Magee, an attorney at Procopio, Cory, 
Hargreaves & Savitch LLP and active leader at her own tribe, the Cahuilla Band of Indians. 
 
In her short career, Erica Costa has made a substantial impact in advancing the interests of Tribal communities in 
California, especially in the areas of Tribal water and fishing rights, meriting the Outstanding Young Attorney 
Award. “Erica was hired as part of our Firm’s Indian Law Fellowship program – she was smart, well-educated, 
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and eager to work in Indian Country. She stayed on and more than seven years later, she remains smart and 
hard-working, only now there is a grace, confidence, and maturity along with the eagerness. She listens carefully. 
She thinks carefully about what her Tribal leader clients need to make good decisions. She is creative. She is 
willing to work hard while being a young mother devoted to her extended family,” said Scott Williams, Partner at 
Berkey Williams LLP.  
 
Assemblymember James C. Ramos and Erica Costa will be celebrated during the CILA Awards Dinner on 
Thursday, October 23, 2025 at 6:00 PM, during the 25th Annual California Indian Law Conference, which is 
being held October 23-24, 2025 at Graton Resort and Casino. All are welcome. More information is available at 
calindianlaw.org. 
 
Assemblymember James Ramos 
 
Assemblymember James C. Ramos, a lifelong resident of the San Manuel Reservation and member of the 
Serrano/Cahuilla tribe, became the first California Native American state lawmaker in 2018. He currently 
represents the 45th District, which includes the cities of Fontana, Highland, Mentone, Redlands, Rialto, and San 
Bernardino. 

Ramos chairs the Assembly Budget Subcommittee #6 which deals with public safety issues, the California 
Legislative Native American Caucus, Assembly Select Committee on Native American Affairs, Assembly Select 
Committee on Youth Homelessness in San Bernardino County and is former chair of the Assembly Military and 
Veterans Affairs and former chair of the Inland Empire Caucus. 

As a child, Ramos lived with his family in a mobile home in one of the most poverty-stricken areas of the county. 
To help support his family while attending school, he worked in fast food restaurants and as a janitor in the San 
Bernardino City Unified School District. Ramos attended local public schools and graduated from San Gorgonio 
High School. Recognizing the importance of education, he went on to receive an Associate Degree in Business at 
Victor Valley College, a bachelor’s degree in accounting at California State University, San Bernardino, and a 
master of business administration degree at the University of Redlands. 

Ramos’ commitment to public service led to a number of firsts: first Native American named to the California 
State Board of Education, the San Bernardino Community College Board of Trustees, and the San Bernardino 
County Board of Supervisors. During his time on the County Board of Supervisors, he served as Board Chair 
from 2015-2017 where he oversaw America’s largest geographic county and served a community of nearly 2.2 
million residents. As chair, Ramos oversaw a county government comprised of more than 40 departments and 
agencies staffed by more than 25,000 public service professionals providing a wide range of vital services in areas 
that include public safety, health and human services, economic development, housing, recreation, and culture. 
Ramos’s wide range of experience and knowledge of local and regional issues is complemented by his unique 
ability to bring Republicans and Democrats together to collaborate on a variety of issues. 

In addition to his elected service, Ramos is a proven civic leader and has served on numerous boards and 
organizations in the Inland Empire. He is former Chairman of the Yuhaaviatam of San Manuel Nation, with a 
deep commitment to the preservation of California Indian culture.  

Erica Costa 
 
Erica Costa is a descendent of the Sherwood Valley Band of Pomo Indians and Round Valley Indian Tribes. 
Erica’s interest in the intersection between law and Native American rights stems from her childhood growing up 
on the reservation and her family’s participation in tribal government and community improvement. Erica 
graduated from the University of California Davis, magna cum laude, with a Bachelor of Arts in Native American 
Studies in 2013. She received a Juris Doctor degree from the University of California Los Angeles School of Law 
in 2017, specializing in Critical Race Studies with an emphasis on Native American rights. During law school, she 
worked for the Tribal Law and Policy Institute, the Wishtoyo Foundation, and the Yurok Tribe’s Office of the 
Tribal Attorney. Erica is a former President of the CILA Board of Directors, and currently works as a Senior 
Associate at Berkey Williams LLP and serves on the Advisory Committee for the Decolonizing Wealth Project 
California Truth and Healing Fund.  
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At Berkey Williams LLP, Erica serves tribal clients in many areas of the law, including water rights, natural and 
cultural resources protection, governmental affairs, litigation, and Indian child dependency. Erica is lead counsel 
on a complex, long-term project for the Round Valley Indians Tribes regarding the decommissioning of the Potter 
Valley Hydroelectric Project in Mendocino County. Erica’s work on behalf of the Tribes is focused on improving 
fish migration upstream and downstream and creating conditions to restore the Eel River fishery on which the 
Tribes have relied for millennia.  Having grown up on the Eel River herself, this work is especially gratifying to 
Erica. In addition to her extensive work on behalf of California tribes, Erica represents tribes in the southwest in 
various matters relating to tribal water rights. 
 
 
About CILA: The California Indian Law Association, Inc. (“CILA”) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit charitable 
organization dedicated to serving as a strong representative of the Indian law profession in Tribal communities 
across California. The 25th Annual California Indian Law Conference will be hosted in-person at Graton 
Resort Casino on October 23-24, 2025. For the full agenda and details, visit the CILA website: 
www.calindianlaw.org. 
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